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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 687 

VIII. 

THE XTSB OF HOLIDATS. 

In the December number of the Keview, Mr. Geoffrey Champlin, in a Note 
and Comment entitled " Our National Digestion," asked why we had lost the 
power to digest into the bone and blood of good citizenship the hordes of foreign- 
ers who, for the last decade, had come to this country ; and Mr. Benton, in the 
April Review, has a Note and Comment entitled " The Holiday Hallucination." 
I think I can answer Mr. Champlin's question, and refute Mr. Benton's argument, 
by the statement of a few facts which these gentlemen appear to have over 
looked — though both are famed in literary circles for the thoroughness of their 
knowledge. 

There are a great many people living who have no conception of what the old- 
fashioned Fourth of July was like ; and there is a smaller class, who, while re- 
membering the brass bands and the military parades, the speeches and bonfires, 
yet fail to see that there was, in all the noise and spread-eagleism, an influence 
stronger than the mere pleasure of an outing or the amusement of a show. As 
one remembering something of those former Fourth of July celebrations, I cannot 
agree with Mr. Benton that our old holidays have " been more formally ob- 
served." It seems to me that no thoughtful person can, on the Fourth of July, 
visit any of our great cities, or indeed any portion of our land where the foreign 
element largely predominates, without seeing that the observance of the Nation's 
birthday has fallen into desuetude— has become like an European Sunday,and lost 
nearly, if not entirely, all of those characteristics which made it so remarkable an 
anniversary during the first century of the Nation's existence. 

Our national holidays were not established merely as seasons of recreation and 
amusement, but as occasions on which the people at large were to be educated in 
the history of the Nation and instructed in the principles on which the Nation was 
founded. On Washington's Birthday it was the custom to read aloud his Farewell 
Address from the pulpits of churches and the rostrums of public gatherings. On 
the Fourth of July the Declaration of Independence was declaimed by the prmcipal 
orators of the neighborhood. There was a purpose then in the celebration of these 
days, for he who has learned the contents of those two State papers knows at least 
the groundwork of our political organization. Thus the observance of our national 
holidays educated the people in the rights and duties and principles of citizenship, 
and among the people so educated were the recent immigrants from other nations. 
The old-time observance of national holidays was an active, vital force working 
for good. It was not until this old-fashioned observance of our national holidays 
became obsolete that the Nation began to experience difBculty in assimilating our 
foreign-born population. It was not until Washington's Farewell Address and 
the Declaration of Independence had become forgotten that foreign agitators 
found listeners to foreign theories of government. 

In the decay of the proper observance of our national holidays I see the reason 
why the Nation now suffers as it does, and in a return to the holiday practices of 
former days I see the remedy for the evils that afflict us. 

George Nelson 
IX. 

THE DECLINE OF NEW ENOLAND. 

There was a time when New England was looked upon as a sort of reservoir 
of the true American spirit ; when she sent her sons and her daughters out from 
the towns and the farms to be teachers to the rest of the nation and to found new 
empires in the West ; when the New England spirit seemed to be a leaven leaven- 
ing all ihe national life. 



